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Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1947 


The  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Altrincham. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

i have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Municipal  Borough  of  Altrincham,  dealing  with  the  health  of  the  Borough  for 
the  year  1947. 

Circular  170/47  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  indicates  the  lines  on  which  the 
Report  should  be  drawn  up. 

1.  General  Statistics 

The  Borough  of  Altrincham  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  Mid-Cheshire, 
8 miles  south-west  from  the  centre  of  the  City  of  Manchester.  Altrincham  is 
particularly  fortunate  in  being  both  an  industrial  town  and  a residential  area. 
It  contains  several  large  engineering  works  which  are  well  known  throughout 
the  world  and  many  other  smaller  works  and  factories.  Most  of  these  are  sited 
alongside  the  Bridgewater  Canal  and  are  served  with  excellent  railway  facilities. 

The  main  shopping  centre,  which  serves  a much  larger  area  than  Altrincham, 
is  well  placed  on  the  rising  downs  that  lead  into  the  beautiful  countryside  of 
Cheshire. 


A public  market  is  held  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  of  each  week  and  is  well 
patronised  by  shoppers  from  a very  wide  area. 


The  Municipality  provides  Public  Libraries  and  a Public  Swimming  Bath. 
There  is  an  18-hole  Municipal  Golf  Course,  tennis  courts  and  recreation 
grounds,  all  of  which  provide  wide  open  spaces  in  the  Borough. 


Area 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947) 
Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1947) 
Product  of  a penny  rate  


3,519  acres 
38,860 
11,878 
£312,786 
£1,252 


2.  Vital  Statistics 

Births 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in,  and  allocated  to,  the  Borough  of 
Altrincham  in  1947  is  729  (Males  354,  Females  375).  The  number  of  Still 
Births  is  15  (Males  11,  Females  4). 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  Births 
Illegitimate  Births 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  Births 
Illegitimate  Births 


704  (M. 

342,  F. 

362) 

25  (M. 

12,  F. 

13) 

11  (M. 

8,  F. 

3) 

4 (M. 

3,  F. 

1) 

2 


representing  a Live  Birth  Rate  of  18.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  a Still 
Birth  Rate  0.38  per  1,000  of  the  population.  For  1946  these  rates  were  17.7  and 
0.78  respectively.  In  the  Borough  of  Altrincham  for  the  year  1947,  68  more 
babies  should  have  been  born  to  equal  the  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Illegitimate  Births  number  25,  being  3.4  per  cent  of  the  total.  In  1946, 
the  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  was  5 per  cent. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  Deaths,  corrected  for  Outward  and  Inward  Transfer, 
is  416  (Males  212,  Females  204),  representing  a Death  Rate  of  10.7  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  In  Altrincham  the  Death  Rate  is  the  same  as  it  was  in  1946. 
Briefly  stated,  the  Birth  Rate  of  Altrincham  is  1.8  below  the  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  the  Death  Rate  of  Altrincham  is  1.5  below  the  Death 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  27  (Males  14, 
Females  13),  of  whom  3 are  illegitimate,  equivalent  to  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  37  per  1,000  Live  Births.  Of  these  27  deaths,  14  are  attributable  to 
premature  birth,  congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries,  etc.  The  Illegitimate 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  120  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 

The  number  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age  is 
5,  being  a Rate  of  3.6  per  1,000  children  under  2 years  of  age. 


Area 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  of 
the 

population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Live 
Births 

Diarrhoea 
under  2 
years  of  age 
per  1,000 
Live 
Births 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

England  and  Wales  .... 

20.5 

0.50 

12.0 

41 

8.0 

126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns  

23.3 

0.62 

13.0 

47 

8.9 

148  Smaller  Towns,  25,000- 
50,000  

22.2 

0.54 

• 

11.9 

36 

3.7 

Altrincham,  1938  

16.4 

0.46 

12.0 

60 

2.5 

Altrincham,  1947  

18.7 

0.38 

10.7 

37 

3.6 

Classified  Causes  of 

Death 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ....  

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

n 

1 

12 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

l 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

0 

0 

0 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

* 1 
1 

Measles  

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 

0 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesophagus  in  Males  and 

1 

0 

1 

Uterus  in  Females  

5 

3 

7 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

4 

3 

8 

Classified  Causes  of  Death— continued. 

Cancer  of  Breast  

0 

7 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

28 

20 

48 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

2 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  .... 

....  24 

35 

59 

Heart  Disease  

58 

50 

108 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

9 

6 

15 

Bronchitis 

13 

6 

19 

Pneumonia  

8 

12 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

0 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

0 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

4 

1 

5 

Appendicitis  

0 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

7 

9 

Nephritis 

r.  7 

11 

18 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth 

3 

4 

7 

Congenital  Malformations,  etc. 

5 

2 

7 

Suicide  

6 

2 

8 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

0 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  

0 

5 

5 

All  Other  Causes  

14 

23 

37 

All  Causes  

212 

204 

416 

There  is  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  70  in  1947, 
73  in  1946,  and  93  in  1945.  This  tendency  downwards  in  the  number  of  cancer 
deaths  has  long  been  looked  for.  The  best  hope  for  its  steady  continuance  is  in 
earlier  diagnosis  and  appropriate  treatment. 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics 

FOR 

1947 

Live  Births  

729 

(M.  354,  F.  375) 

(Legitimate)  

704 

(M.  342,  F.  362) 

(Illegitimate)  

25 

(M.  12,  F.  13) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

18.7 

Still  Births  ....  

15 

(M.  11,  F.  4) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  .... 

0.38 

Deaths  

416 

(M.  212,  F.  204) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

10.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

(Headings  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List  29  and  30) 


No.  29.  Puerperal  Causes 0 

No.  30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 0 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — - 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  Live  Births  37 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births  ....  34 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births  ....  120 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages)  70 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 5 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

1.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

During  1947,  91  specimens  were  reported  upon  by  the  Department  of 
Bacteriology  and  Preventive  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Manchester. 
Diphtheria  Swabs,  49,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  negative;  samples 
of  milk  for  methylene  blue  and  coli  tests,  10;  ice-cream  samples,  11; 
water,  2;  streptococcal  throat  swabs,  19. 

During  1947,  74  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined,  bacteriologically 
for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  at  the  Public  Health 
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Laboratory  of  the  County  of  Chester  of  which  7 were  found  to  be 
positive. 

Sterile  throat  swabs,  blood  collection  outfits,  diphtheria  anti-toxin 
and  diphtheria  prophylactic  material  are  kept  at  the  Town  Hall  lor 
use,  within  the  Borough,  by  medical  practitioners. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Borough  of  Altrincham  maintains  3 well-equipped  Ambulance 
Vehicles.  The  service  is  staffed  by  full-time  male  personnel  and  is 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  an  Ambulance  Officer.  At  the  end  of 
August  when  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  cases,  a fourth  Ambulance  Vehicle  was  then  available  for 
the  Ambulance  Service.  This  service  is  free  of  charge  to  residents  of 
the  Borough  to  any  hospital  or  nursing  home  situated  within  a radius 
of  10  miles  from  the  Altrincham  Town  Hall.  The  various  Councils 
covered  by  the  Altrincham  Ambulance  Service  is  as  follows: 
Altrincham  Bucklow 

Knutsford  Lymm. 

The  record  of  cases  removed  to  and  from  various  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947,  is  as  follows: 

Hospital  Treat-  Accident  and 
ment  Illness  Sudden  Illness 


Altrincham  .... 

4026 

253 

Bucklow 

257 

61 

Knutsford  .... 

54 

4 

Lymm 

44 

8 

Private  removals 

71 

71 

4452 

397 

Grand  Total:  4849 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

There  is  an  efficient  and  excellently  organised  District  Nursing 
Association  in  the  Borough  of  Altrincham,  affiliated  with  the  Queen’s 
Nurses’  Institute. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  solely  for  diagnosis 
or  consultation. 

There  are  two  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

1.  Mountlands  Welfare  Centre 

Three  Sessions  are  held  each  week,  1 on  Mondays  and  2 on 
Wednesdays.  One  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays  of  each  month.  One  Post-natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the 
3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  and  is  conducted  by  a female  general 
practitioner. 

2.  Park  Road  Welfare  Centre , Timperley 

Four  Sessions  are  held  each  week,  2 on  Tuesdays  and  2 on 
Thursdays.  Owing  to  the  large  numbers  attending  the  Ante- 
natal Clinic  at  Mountlands  and  for  the  greater  convenience  of 
expectant  mothers  living  in  Timperley,  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was 
opened  at  Park  Road  Welfare  Centre  towards  the  end  of  1947, 
and  is  held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Monday  forenoons  of  each  month. 
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Medical  Consultations  at  the  Child 
were  as  follows:— 

Welfare 

Centres  d 

uring  1947 

Under  one  year 

Over  one  year 

of  age 

of  age 

Mountlands  Centre  

793 

556 

237 

(M.  407,  F.  386) 

Park  Road  Centre  

642 

375 

267 

(M.  346,  F.  682) 
Total  (M.  753,  F.  682) 

1435 

913 

504 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

The  number  of  ante-natal  examinations  carried  out  in  1947  is  611, 
163  expectant  mothers  having  attended. 

Post-Natal  Clinic 

During  the  year  there  were  60  attendances  at  this  clinic. 

0)  Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary 

With  the  exception  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  which  was  closed  for 
admission  of  cases  at  the  beginning  of  September,  there  has  been 
no  change. 

2.  (i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

It  is  expected  that  all  pregnant  women,  not  under  the  care  of  a medical 
practitioner,  shall  attend,  accompanied  by  the  midwife  of  their  choice, 
at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics. 

(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children 

Since  April,  1943,  a Day  Nursery  has  been  established  at  Walney, 
1 Gaskell  Road,  Altrincham,  for  the  day-time  care  of  children  whose 
mothers  are  employed  in  industry.  The  demand  for  places  in  the 
Nursery  far  exceeds  the  accommodation  available.  In  1947,  there  was 
a long  waiting-list  with  the  accommodation  already  overcrowded 
according  to  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  regulations. 

(iii)  Health  Visitors 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  employed  entirely  on  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Work. 

(iv)  Child  Life  Protection 

Under  the  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939,  children  are 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  until  they  attain  the  age  of  9 years. 

(v)  Arrangements  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic,  etc.,  Cases 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  on  Tuesday  of  each  week  at  the  Altrinc- 
ham General  Hospital,  and  is  under  the  care  of  an  orthopaedic 
specialist.  Many  cases  are  referred  to  this  clinic  from  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres.  Facilities  for  treatment  by  Ultra-Violet  Rays  are 
also  available  at  the  Altrincham  Hospital. 

Dental  Treatment  can  be  obtained  by  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  5 years  of  age  whose  family  income  entitles  them 
to  it. 

(vi)  Home  Helps 

In  April,  1944,  the  work  of  the  Voluntary  Home  Help  Society  was 
taken  over  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the 
Altrincham  Borough  Council.  Three  full-time  and  four  part-time 
Home  Helps  are  employed.  During  1947,  Home  Helps  were  provided 
for  89  cases. 
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(vii)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic 

A clinic  is  held  every  4 weeks  at  each  of  the  two  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
each  child  receiving  2 doses  of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  at  a 4-weekly  . 
interval. 

At  the  end  of  1947,  1,582  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  had  been 
immunised,  and  3,719  children  over  5 and  under  15  had  been  im- 
munised, making  a total  of  5,301  children  under  the  age  of  15  years. 
The  figures  show  in  the  first  group  of  immunised  children  a percentage 
of  52.4,  and  in  the  second  group  a percentage  of  75.5.  These  per- 
centages are  disappointing  but  neither  of  them  represents  the  actual 
immunity  attained  in  the  Borough. 

Many  mothers  take  their  children  to  their  private  medical  attendants 
to  be  immunised  against  both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough.  This, 
of  course,  is  most  commendable  but  under  the  circumstances  private 
practitioners  are  under  no  sort  of  obligation  to  notify  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  names,  addresses  and  ages  of  the  children 
whom  they  immunise  when  they  obtain  their  prophylactic  material 
from  private  sources. 

An  index  of  the  high  or  low  degree  of  immunity  against  diphtheria  in 
any  particular  area  might  well  be  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  that 
area.  In  1947,  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  Altrincham. 
Also  in  1946,  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified.  The  immunity  in 
Altrincham,  despite  the  apparently  poor  percentages,  must  have 
reached  a high  protective  level.  Not  until  compulsory  notification, 
remunerated  by  fee,  is  introduced,  can  the  actual  percentage  im- 
munity be  assessed. 

(viii)  Day  Nursery 

During  1947,  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Nursery  was 
9,071.  Of  the  age  group  from  0 to  2 years,  2,157  attendances  were 
made,  and  of  the  age  group  2 to  5 years,  6,914  attendances.  The 
total  attendances  were  reduced  because  of  a reduction  in  the  number 
of  places  formerly  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry 
of  Education.  Instead  of  36  to  40  places,  the  number  had  to  be  reduced 
gradually  to  29.  There  was  in  addition  the  absentee  effect  of  measles 

and  whooping  cough  which  became  prevalent  towards  the  end  of  the 
year. 

(ix)  Premature  Infants 

During  1947,  the  births  of  37  prematurely  born  infants  were  notified 
to  me,  17  having  been  born  at  home  and  20  in  hospital  or  nursing  home. 

Of  these  17  babies,  13  were  nursed  at  home  and  4 went  to  hospital* 

Of  those  entirely  nursed  at  home,  3 died  in  the  first  24  hours  and  1 1 
were  alive  at  the  end  of  one  month.  Of  those  born  in  hospital  or  nursing 
home,  2 died  during  the  first  24  hours  and  17  were  alive  at  the  end  of 
one  month.  Infantile  mortality  is  largely  composed  of  neo-natal 
deaths,  that  is,  within  the  first  month  of  life.  With  the  establishment 
within  the  Borough  of  a Maternity  Home,  fully  staffed  and  well 
eqmpped,  more  babies  will  be  born  in  ideal  surroundings  and  those  of 

them  who  are  born  prematurely  will  have  a much  better  chance  of 
survival. 

For  the  conveyance  of  premature  babies  to  hospital,  an  Ambulance  is 
provided,  complete  with  carricot,  hot-water  bottles,  blankets  and  oxygen 
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THE  ALTRINCHAM  MATERNITY  HOME 


l or  many  years  the  Altrincham  Borough  Council  have  been  anxious  and 
worried  concerning  the  number  of  beds  available  for  expectant  mothers.  With 
the  return  of  personnel  from  the  forces,  housing  accommodation  in  the  Borough 
has  become  more  and  more  difficult. 

In  July,  1946,  I presented  a report  to  the  Council  emphasising  the  small 
number  of  infectious  disease  cases  occurring  in  the  Borough  and  also  the  fact 
that  treatment  with  the  new  sulphonamide  drugs  and  penicillin  made  recovery 
quite  rapid  and  almost  certain.  The  heavy  cost  of  maintaining  an  Isolation 
Hospital  for  only  a few  cases  per  annum  was  uneconomical  and  the  buildings 
could  be  put  to  a much  more  useful  purpose  as  a Maternity  Home. 

The  Borough  Council  accepted  this  report  and  immediately  gave  instructions 
lor  the  ward  accommodation  to  be  planned  out  for  maternity  beds,  labour 
rooms,  nurseries  and  kitchens.  Plans,  specifications  and  estimates  for  equip- 
ment were  duly  presented  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  After  many  delays  and 
setbacks,  amended  plans  and  estimates  were  ultimately  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  work  began  on  the  small  ward  to  make  provision  for  5 maternity 
beds,  a labour  room  and  a nursery. 

This  block  was  opened  as  a maternity  ward  on  the  8th  November,  1947,  by 
his  Worship  the  Mayor  (Major  W.  Bradley  Jones,  J.P.). 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  date  of  opening,  only  a few  beds  had  been 
previously  booked.  A full  staff  had  already  been  engaged  consisting  of  Matron, 
Sister,  3 Staff  Midwives,  3 State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses  and  3 Ward 
Orderlies. 

By  the  31st  December,  1947,  9 patients  had  been  admitted,  8 mothers 
delivered  and  one  discharged  undelivered.  There  were  3 male  infants  of  whom 
2 were  still  born  and  5 female  infants.  One  female  infant  was  born  prematurely 
at  home  and  was  already  dead  on  admission  to  the  Maternity  Home. 

The  conversion  of  the  large  Scarlet  Fever  Wards  was  proceeded  with  and 
it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  ready  for  use  as  Maternity  Wards  by  the  middle  of 
1948  unless  unforseen  hold-ups  occur  in  obtaining  essential  items  of  equip- 
ment. The  whole  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  isolation  wards  into  maternity 
wards  should  be  completed  by  October,  1948,  when  there  will  be  22  maternity 
beds,  2 labour  rooms,  3 nurseries  with  kitchens  and  other  offices. 

By  the  end  of  1947,  the  number  of  bookings  already  made  ensures  that 
the  beds  available  will  be  used  to  their  full  capacity  in  1948.  All  the  patients 
have  the  right  to  be  attended  in  the  Maternity  Home  by  the  doctor  of  their 
choice. 

Alderman  W.  H.  Walker,  Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  Hospital  Committee,  assisted  by  the  Vice-Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs. 
Studley,  has  been  assiduous  in  his  supervision  of  all  details  in  the  evolution 
of  this  beautifully  modern  Maternity  Home  which  in  future  years  will  prove 
to  be  a magnet  drawing  towards  it  expectant  mothers  to  its  full  capacity, 
thereby  justifying  the  wisdom  and  perseverence  of  the  Altrincham  Corporation 
in  their  bold  and  forward  policy. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE— HEALTH  VISITOR’S 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1947 

♦ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  of  the  work  of  this  department  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December,  1947. 

Number  of  live  births  notified  M.  339,  F.  371  710 

„ „ still  „ „ M.  8,  F.  2 10 

Total  Notified  720 


VISITS  BY  TIMPERLEY  HEALTH  VISITOR 

Number  of  first  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year 339 

„ „ subsequent  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  889 

Total  visits  to  children  1 to  5 years  1326 

Number  of  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers  44 

„ „ subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers  19 

„ „ Infant  Life  Protection  visits  6 

„ „ Adoption  Act  visits  10 

Total  visits  2633 


VISITS  BY  ALTRINCHAM  HEALTH  VISITOR 

Number  of  first  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year 348 

„ „ subsequent  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year 784 

Total  visits  to  children  1 to  5 years  1420 

Number  of  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers  79 

„ „ subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers  5 

„ „ Infant  Life  Protection  visits  

„ „ Adoption  Act  visits  32 

Total  visits  2668 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 
The  Mountlands 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  1st  time  under  1 year 363 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  under  1 year  7080 

Number  who  attended  for  the  1st  time  between  1 and  5 years  ....  39 

Total  number  weighed  between  1 and  5 years 3279 

Total  number  weighed  ....  10359 


Number  of  individual  cases  from  outside  districts  who  attended  for  the 

1st  time — under  1 year  10 

„ „ between  1 and  5 years  2 

Total  attendances  under  1 year  119 

„ between  1 and  5 years  1 1 

There  were  146  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an  average  attendance 
at  each  session  of  72. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

This  Clinic  is  held  cn  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  each  month. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  for  first  time  ....  146 

Total  number  of  attendances  # ' 570 
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There  were  24  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an  average  attendance 


of  24  per  session. 

POST-NATAL  CLINIC 

This  Clinic  is  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

Total  number  of  attendances  60 

Park  Road  Centre — Thornholme 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  1st  time  under  1 year 313 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  under  1 year  6157 

Number  who  attended  for  1st  time  between  1 and  5 years  58 

Total  number  weighed  between  1 and  5 years 4469 

Total  number  weighed  ....  10626 


Number  of  individual  cases  from  outside  districts  who  attended  for 

1st  time — under  1 year  25 

„ „ between  1 and  5 years  8 

Total  attendances  under  1 year  229 

,,  ,,  between  1 and  5 years  20 


There  were  200  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an  average  attendance 
at  each  session  of  55. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

This  Clinic  is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Monday  each  month. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  for  first  time  17 

Total  number  of  attendances  41 

There  where  4 sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an  average  attendance 
of  1 1 per  session. 

CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS’  ACTS,  1908  and  1932 


Number  of  foster  mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  year 2 

„ ,,  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  year  2 

„ „ cases  removed  from  register  

„ „ new  cases  added  to  register  1 

Total  visits  paid  6 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (REGULATION)  ACT,  1939 
Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  section  7(3)  during  the  year  8 

Total  number  of  children  adopted  under  the  section  during  the  year  6 


IMMUNISATION  CLINIC 

The  above  Clinic  has  been  held  once  each  month  at  both  Centres  on 
Saturday  mornings. 

The  number  completely  immunised  at  3 1st  December,  1947,  was: — 
Mountlands,  215;  Thornholme,  176.  Total,  391. 

The  number  re-immunised  after  5 years  of  age: — Mountlands,  15;  Thorn 
holme,  44.  Total,  59. 

i 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Voluntary  Workers  at  the  Welfare  Centres  for 
their  clerical  services  at  the  Centres  and  their  unstinting  aid  with  toy-making 
and  social  activities. 

• D.  Whitworth,  Health  Visitor. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 

Sanitary  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 

March,  1948. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Altrincham  Borough  Council. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,- 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Administration  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 

Water  Supply 

The  Manchester  Corporation  are  the  statutory  authority  for  the  supply 
of  water  in  this  district.  During  the  year  the  area  was  threatened  with  a shortage 
of  water  due  to  the  prolonged  period  of  dry  weather  in  August,  September  and 
October,  and  stand  pipes  were  erected  in  the  highways  by  the  undertakers  to 
curtail  the  supply  of  water  should  it  become  necessary.  The  effect  which  such 
a curtailment  of  water  would  have  upon  the  sanitation  of  the  district  cannot 
be  envisaged,  or  the  effects  it  would  have  upon  personal  health.  The  Manchester 
Corporation  as  the  statutory  water  authority  are  the  responsible  body  for  the 
supply  of  water  in  the  Borough  of  Altrincham,  and  for  which  the  inhabitants 
pay  water  rates.  No  other  body  has  authority  to  supply  water  for  public  pur- 
poses. In.  my  opinion  the  Manchester  Corporation  Water  Department  should 
be  asked  to  supply  detailed  particulars  to  the  Altrincham  Borough  Council  as 
to  the  steps  they  propose  to  take  next  summer  to  meet  the  situation  should  a 
shortage  of  water  arise.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a supply  of  water  from  the  mains 
of  the  Manchester  Corporation  Water  Department  had  not  been  provided  to 
Brookside  Farm  and  Cottages,  off  Sinderland  Road,  Altrincham. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 

The  refuse  from  the  ashbins  in  the  Borough  is  now  collected  approximately 
every  seven  days.  During  periods  of  holidays  when  the  refuse  collectors  are  not 
working  a certain  amount  of  disorganisation  is  inevitable,  as  it  is  not  possible 
during  such  period  to  maintain  a regular  collection  every  seven  days.  The  yield 
of  refuse  collected  is  now  much  larger  than  before  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
September,  1939.  The  poorer  quality  of  the  fuel  leaves  a larger  amount  of 
residue,  which  has  to  be  removed  with  the  other  refuse  from  the  ashbins. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  procure  further  sites  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  in  the 
near  future,  and  it  is  hoped  that  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  further 
disposal  of  refuse  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Farm,  Woodcote,  off  Sinderland 
Road,  Altrincham. 
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Eighty-three  new  houses  have  been  ereeted  from  which  the  refuse  is  removed 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1947,  was  1 1,865. 


The  Refuse  Collection  Vehicles  consist  of: — 

2 Eleven  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighters  ....  ....  ....  \946 

1 Guy  Vixant ] 942 

1 Eleven  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighter  1 939 

1 Ten  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighter  1936 

2 Eight  cubic  yard  Leyland  Waggons  1932 

1 Seven  cubic  yard  S.D.  Freighter 1930 

The  premises  relieved  were  as  follows: — 

Ashbins  Ashpits 

No.  of  houses  relieved  572820  No.  of  houses  relieved  1679 

No.  of  ashbins  emptied  647089  No.  of  wet  ashpits  emptied  51 

No.  of  loads  removed  5951  No.  of  pails  emptied  1885 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  emptied  ....  53 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Salvage 

The  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  sold  for  the  financial  year  1st  April, 
1946,  to  31st  March,  1947,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Paper  • .... 

T. 

c. 

q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

....  255 

19 

3 

....  1631 

18 

10 

Non-ferrous  metal 

1 

6 

0 

52 

18 

4 

Textiles,  etc.  

14 

7 

1 

....  156 

6 

0 

Bottles,  etc.  

45 

19 

0 

68 

18 

8 

Kitchen  waste  

48 

16 

2 

73 

5 

6 

Bones  

2 

9 

2 

13 

10 

0 

Miscellaneous  

2 

10 

0 

16 

10 

0 

371 

8 

0 

....  £2013 

7 

4 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Inspections  Made  During  the  Year 


Water  supply  

42 

Shops 

29 

Drainage  

....  305 

Ash  receptacles 

....  943 

Common  lodging  houses  .... 

17 

Hackney  carriages  

....  107 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  ' 

16 

Public  mortuary 

34 

Factories  

45 

Canal  boats  .... 

6 

Workshops  

10 

Slaughterhouses  

....  737 

Bakehouses  

52 

Dairies  and  milkshops 

47 

Public  conveniences 

....  156 

Inspections  in  Market 

....  220 

Places  of  entertainment 

....  • 6 

Miscellaneous  visits  .... 

....  379 

Refuse  collection  

68 

Meetings  attended  .... 

62 

Refuse  disposal  

65 

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

64 

Rodent  control  

....  . 37 

Food  premises 

....  262 

Schools  

37 

Cowsheds  

24 

Notices 

Served 

Notices  Served  Notices  complied  with  1 Notices  Outstanding 


Informal 

Statutory 

Total 

Informal 

Statutory 

Total 

Informal 

Statutory 

Total 

935 

118 

1053 

799 

93 

892 

136 

25 

161 

j 
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Sanitary  Improvements  Effected 
Dwelling  Houses: — 

Provided  with  Damp-Proof  Course  

Roofs  Repaired  • 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc.  

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.  

Sashcords  renewed  

Skirting  boards  provided  or  repaired 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  

Chimneys  or  Chimney  stacks  repaired  

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed 

Sink  waste  repaired  or  renewed 

Water  supply  provided  inside  houses 

Wash  Coppers  repaired  or  provided  

External  Walls  pointed 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  

External  walls  cemented  or  tarred  

Eaves  gutters  and  R.W.P.  renewed  

Dangerous  walls  repaired  

Yards  and  Passages  paved  and  drained  

Yard  paving  repaired  

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  

Obstructed  W.C.s  cleansed  

Yard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains  

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  

W.C.  basins  renewed  

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  

New  pails  provided  

Closet  structures  repaired  

Dustbins  provided  


3 

56 

24 

38 

26 

23 

5 

15 
12 
11 

6 
9 
2 
3 

16 
2 

3 

30 

6 

4 
8 

69 

2 

1 

5 
14 
14 

1 

2 

687 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 

The  Corporation  continue  to  act  as  Agents  for  the  County  Council  under 
the  above  Act. 


Number  of  cases  investigated 

Major  

Minor  


99 

33 

66 


Advice  is  given  by  the  Rat  Catcher  to  the  occupiers  of  premises  as  to  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  extermination  of  rats  and  mice. 


Housing 

New  houses  completed  by  Local  Authority  48 

New  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  35 

Designated  Milks 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  “Pasteurized”  Milk  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  retail  “Pasteurized”  Milk  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  retail  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk 2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  ....  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  FOODS  SURRENDERED  AT 
SHOPS  DURING  1947 


Canned 

Foods 

Canned  Fish 

Canned  Vegetables 

Potatoes  

9 

tins 

Crawfish  

12  tins 

Beans  

53 

Herrings  

2 „ 

Beetroot  

10 

99 

Mackerel  

1 „ 

Carrots  

14 

99 

Pilchards  

15  „ 

Mixed  Vegetables  

19 

99 

Salmon  

15  „ 

Peas  

Spinach  

60 

12 

99 

Sardines  

12  „ 

Tomatoes  

19 

Frisco  Sild  

359  „ 

Canned  Jam  

29 

tins 

Silver  Hake  

4 „ 

„ Marmalade 

11 

99 

„ M.  & V 

10 

99 

,,  Milk  

166 

9 9 

Fish 

„ Soup 

91 

99 

Sole  

6 stone 

„ Syrup  

7 

99 

Haddock  

4 ,, 

,,  Steak  & Kidney 

,,  Fruit  Juice 

5 

2 

99 

Kippers  

34  ,, 

Cod  

46|  ,, 

Canned  Fruit 

Codling  

5i  ,, 

Pears 

5 

tins 

Plaice 

5 „ 

Apricots  

3 

99 

Hake 

5 „ 

Fruit  Salad  

4 

99 

Grapefruit  

9 

99 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

Plums 

Peaches  

0 

3 

99 

99 

Eggs  

436 

Berbank  Plums  

300  lbs. 

Sausage  Meat  

284  „ 

Canned  Meat 

Brawn  

5i  „ 

61b.  tins  

212 

tins 

Cheese  Waste  

18  „ 

Hlb.  tins  and  under 

70 

99 

Cheese  Carte  de  L’est 

20  boxes 

Sausages  

12 

99 

Bacon  

50ilbs. 

Tinned  Bacon  

3 

99 
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Annual  Summary  of  Meat  Unfit  at  Slaughterhouses  during  the  Year,  1947,  with  particulars  of  Diseases. 
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Port-ions  of  Carcases  . 


Annual  Summary  of  Meat  Unfit  at  Slaughterhouses 
DURING  THE  year  1947  ( continued ) 


Miscellaneous 

Organs 

Bovines 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

Heads  

148 

6 

154 

Plucks  

957 

7 

44 

1008 

Hearts  

62 

62 

Livers  

1219 

5 

583 

1807 

Spleens  

120 

1 

121 

Skirts  

71 

71 

Stomachs  

189 

6 

195 

Intestines  

342 

7 

11 

360 

Udders  

556 

1 

557 

Kidneys  

220 

1 

221 

Mesenteries  

68 

7 

11 

86 

Factories  Act,  1937 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947,  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  ALTRINCHAM 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHESHIRE 


1.  Inspections 

for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 

by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No. 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  L.A.s 

1 

23 

7 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (i)  to  which 
Section  7 applies: 

(a)  Subject  to  the 
L.A.s  (Transfer 
of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938 

2 

2 

(b)  Others  

3 

57 

23 

11 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
under  the  Act  (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ 
premises)  

4 

19 

4 

Total  

99 

30 

11 

16 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

(1) 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(7) 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(8) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

5 

8 

8 

5 

5 

Overcrowding  ....  (S2) 

6 

6 

Unreasonable  tem- 

perature  ....  (S3) 

7 

♦ 7 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S4) 

8 

8 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S6) 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

10 

10 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

11 

6 

5 

6 

11 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

• 

sexes 

12 

12 

Other  offences  (not  in- 

• eluding  offences  re- 

lating  to  homework) 

13 

13 

Total 

60 

14 

13 

11 

60 

Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 
(0 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Section  1 10 

No.  of  outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by  Sect. 

1 1 0 ( 1 ) (c) 

(3) 

Wearing  apparel: — 

Making,  etc.  

14 

16 

Cleaning  and  Washing  ... 

15 

R.  REID  DUNCAN,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

25th  February,  1948. 
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Mr.  H.  L.  Latham  was  appointed  Second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  commenced  duties  on  2nd  June,  1947. 

Mr.  Brian  Overbury  obtained  an  appointment  as  Sanitary  Inspector  with 
the  Stockport  Corporation,  and  left  the  services  of  the  Altrincham  Borough 
Council  in  July,  1947. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

James  E.  Crickmore, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Borough  of  Altrincham 


During  1947,  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  me  were  as  follows: — 


Erysipelas  .... 

.... 

5 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

.... 

32 

Pneumonia 

23 

Poliomyelitis 

.... 

7 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

Measles 

.... 

....  307 

Whooping  cough 

48 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital 


The  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  for  the  admission  of  cases  after  the  end 
of  August,  1947,  on  account  of  its  conversion  to  a Maternity  Home. 

From  the  1st  January,  1947,  until  the  end  of  August,  1947,  29  patients  were 
admitted. 


Scarlet  fever 9 

Gastero-enteritis  4 

Meningitis  1 

German  measles  1 

Broncho-pneumonia 1 

Tubercular  meningitis  1 

Poliomyelitis  (not  confirmed)  ....  1 


Poliomyelitis 5 

Erysipelas  2 

Acute  dematitis  1 

Measles  1 

Tonsillitis  1 

Sub-arachnoid  harmorrhage  ....  1 


Of  these  29  cases,  3 died.  One  died  on  the  day  of  admission  from  meningitis, 
one  case  admitted  from  the  Borough  of  Sale  died  from  tubercular  meningitis, 
and  one  of  the  4 children  admitted  from  the  Altrincham  Hospital  with  gastro- 
enteritis died. 


One  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  admitted  from  Bowdon.  The  case  of  polio- 
myelitis— not  confirmed — was  admitted  from  the  Urban  District  of  Hale. 
The  case  of  tubercular  meningitis  was  admitted  from  Sale.  Two  cases,  not 
residents  of  the  Borough  of  Altrincham,  were  admitted  from  St.  Anne’s  Home 
for  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose. 


Since  the  closing  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  only  a few  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  have  been  admitted  to  Monsall  Fever  Hospital.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1947  there  was  a mild  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  Borough.  Owing  to  the 
shortage  of  nursing  staff  at  Monsall  Fever  Hospital,  only  a very  few  cases  were 
accepted  for  isolation  in  hospital. 
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Outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis 

During  the  latter  half  of  1947  there  occurred  an  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis 
throughout  the  whole  country.  This  gave  rise  to  great  alarm  in  most  districts 
and  in  a few  to  some  degree  of  panic.  The  confirmed  cases  were  those  who  showed 
clinical  signs  of  some  degree  of  paralysis.  There  were  many  others  who  were 
classified  as  abortive  cases.  That  is  to  say,  they  had  been  invaded  with  the  virus 
of  the  disease  but  happily  for  them  their  tissues  had  been  able  to  resist  the  virus 
attack  with  no  paralytic  results.  In  Altrincham  there  were  7 cases  notified  with 
one  fatal  case  in  a young  boy  of  1 1 years  of  age.  Some  of  the  cases  had  only  a 
mild  degree  of  paralysis  that  was  rapidly  recovered  from.  Others  had  a more 
widespread  paralysis  more  resistant  to  complete  recovery. 

This  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  has  proved  and  rudely  reminded  us  of  the 
fact  that  we  are  still  without  the  means  to  compel  its  obedience  to  preventive 
measures. 

Water  Supply 

With  few  exceptions,  numbering  only  5 in  all,  there  is  a piped  water  supply 
to  the  houses  in  Altrincham.  This  supply  is  maintained  by  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  Manchester. 


Summary  of  Infectious  Diseases — other  than  Tuberculosis 


Disease 

1 

Total 

No. 

of 

cases 

... 

Cases 

removed 

to 

hospital 

0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65 

and 

over 

Age 

not 

known 

Smallpox  

Scarlet  fever 

32 

14 

— 

5 

4 

7 

12 

— 

4 

— 



Whooping  cough  .... 

48 

— 

5 

12 

14 

16 

— 

1 

— 

_ 



Acute  poliomyeletis 
Acute  Polio 

6 

6 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

encephalitis 

r 

1 

Measles  

307 

— 

6 

63 

75 

151 

10 

2 





Pneumonia  

23 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 





3 

9 

3 

1 

Erysipelas  

Ophthalmia 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

_ 

neonatorum 

4 

1 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis— New  Cases  during  1947 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

O to  1 



_ 

1 to  5 

— 





3 

5 to  15  

2 

— 

1 

4 

15  to  25  

3 

2 



25  to  35  .... 

1 

2 

1 

35  to  45  

3 



1 

45  to  55 

1 



55  to  65 

1 



65  upwards.... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

4 

2 

9 
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The  contents  of  this  Report  indicate  that  the  state  of  the  Public  Health 
in  Altrincham  is  highly  satisfactory. 

There  are  many  indications  pointing  to  even  a better  state  in  the  years  to 
come.  Maternal  care,  Child  Welfare  and  Nutrition,  Smokeless  Atmosphere, 
Modern  Houses  with  a house  or  a self-contained  flat  for  every  family  taken 
together  with  other  forward  movements,  are  bound  to  raise  the  stamina  of 
every  succeeding  generation  against  the  onset  of  preventable  disease.  Then  there 
will  be  the  problem  of  the  old  people  who  will  be  too  fit  and  well  to  die  off  at 
70  or  80  years  of  age. 

In  concluding  my  Report,  I take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  to  my 
colleagues  in  the  Sanitary  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Departments  my 
indebtedness  to  them  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  drawing  up  this  Annual 
Report,  especially  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Health  Visitors,  and  to 
Miss  Dorothy  Wild,  my  secretary. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  Reid  Duncan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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